MEANING OF SOCIAL WELFARE

stances, but it is a question if there are enough
of them so that we can venture to lay down
any general principles. Unselfishness would
probably among all peoples in all stages of
history be considered a personal virtue, and
yet economic self-interest is a very good mo-
tive, possibly the best motive, for the ad-
vancement of economic society under some
circumstances. Courage is a quality admired
everywhere, in barbarous and primitive societies
as well as in those most advanced in culture
and civilization. And yet the type of courage
and the manifestation of self-interest would be
different in different civilizations.

A British resident guiding one of the native
states in India a few years ago, speaking of
the missionary work in that country, said in
effect: "The missionaries are the greatest
nuisance in India. They make the residents
more trouble than all other people put to-
gether." Then, hesitating and laughing some-
what, he continued: "But, after all, I must
recollect that I am perhaps somewhat annoyed
to-day because a * fool* missionary brought me
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